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Read The Report

Firstcoastnews.com

CDC Knew of Potential Link between Vaccines, Autism 

By  Melissa Ross
First Coast News

Fiv e-y ear-old Ry an Anderson of  Jacksonv ille Beach is an animated, happy  child.

But that wasn't alway s the case.

"His course of  deterioration f rom a happy , dev elopmentally  appropriate child to the 
problems he began to dev elop, started right af ter he receiv ed the measles, mumps and 
rubella v accine," say s Ry an's f ather, Bruce Anderson. 

Now, sev eral therapies are underway  to restore Ry an's cognitiv e and behav ioral 
dev elopment, which began to show signif icant impairment at age 18 months. Ry an also 
presents ev idence of  a persistent, activ e measles v irus.

Ry an's doctor, Jef f  Bradstreet of  Melbourne, is a specialist in autism-related disorders. 
Using clinical diagnostic testing, he has documented a genetic def ect in children that Ry an 
carries. That def ect, say s Bradstreet, made him v ulnerable to a preserv ativ e in his 
v accinations. 

The preserv ativ e is called thimerosal, and it contains mercury , a known neuro-toxin. Until just a f ew y ears ago, children who 
receiv ed a f ull schedule of  v accinations were injected with mercury  in amounts f ar exceeding EPA guidelines. Bradstreet 
say s some children's bodies just can't handle the onslaught of  the toxin.

"There are children who don't detox heav y  metals well.. the more mercury  we expose them to the more problems they 're 
going to hav e," Bradstreet say s.

The growing controv ersy  ov er thimerosal has contributed to its remov al f rom many  childhood v accines, beginning in the late 
1990's. But it is still present in some v accinations, including v irtually  all f lu shots.

The Centers f or Disease Control published a study  last f all repudiating any  possible link between thimerosal and 
dev elopmental problems like autism in children. Howev er, First Coast News has obtained non-published documents that 
show the CDC DID hav e data supporting such a link-- but kept it f rom the public.

Documents released through the Freedom of  Inf ormation Act, detail the transcript of  a meeting held in June of  2000 
between members of  the CDC, the FDA, and representativ es f rom the v accine industry .

The group discusses the results of  a February  2000 study  that f inds a signif icant association between exposure to 
thimerosal-containing v accines, and dev elopmental issues like autism in children.

Some of  the comments--

"There are just a host of  neurodev elopmental data that would suggest we'v e got a serious problem."

"My  gut f eeling? It worries me. I don't want my  grandson to get a thimerosal-containing v accine until we know better what's 
going on."

"We are in a bad position f rom the standpoint of  def ending any  lawsuits."

Finally --

"We hav e asked y ou to keep this inf ormation conf idential."

And that's what happened. Three y ears later, the CDC published a study  in the Nov ember 2003 issue of  "Pediatrics" 
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contradicting the earlier results, and clearing thimerosal of  any  link to neurological problems in children.

"I just f eel pretty  strongly  they  hav en't been honest in analy zing the problem."

So say s Florida Congressman Dav id Weldon, a phy sician. Weldon sent a letter to the head of  the CDC in October of  2003, 
charging that data was selectiv ely  used in the "Pediatrics" study  to make the earlier ev idence of  a mercury -autism 
connection disappear. He also asked f or another rev iew of  the data. The CDC has not y et of f icially  responded to Weldon's 
request.

"Where there's smoke there's f ire.. and when y ou see people reluctant to inv estigate things properly , it makes y ou think 
they  really  don't want to inv estigate things properly ," he say s.

Meantime, parents like Bruce Anderson say , while they  are not anti-v accine, they  do want doctors to screen children more 
caref ully  bef ore administering shots, taking into account the specialized health concerns of  each indiv idual child. Anderson 
also say s it's imperativ e the gov ernment recall any  v accines still containing thimerosal.

"I hav e to liv e with the memory  of  my  child's cries as I held him down while he was being v accinated, nev er knowing that I 
was injuring him."

Bradstreet adds, "This is a v ery  potent neurotoxin. Let's do ev ery thing we can to reduce exposure, not justif y  why  it's OK to 
giv e just a little."

Bradstreet, along with Congressman Weldon and other experts on the issue, reiterated their statements on thimerosal in 
Washington on February  9th. The occasion was an Institute of  Medicine panel hearing inf ormation both supporting and 
rejecting the theory  that thimerosal is linked to rising autism rates in children.

A spokesman f or the CDC tells First Coast News that the agency  plans to undertake an objectiv e rev iew of  the data 
presented at the IOM panel. 

Weldon has already  expressed strong skepticism with the CDC's position howev er, telling First Coast News, "I don't believ e 
the CDC can really  take an objectiv e position on the issue. They  are concerned the f ears about thimerosal might lead to 
parents being af raid to v accinate their children. But the problem isn't v accines, it's the thimerosal in v accines. So parents 
who are concerned about this need to talk with their pediatrician, and caref ully  check the product insert in each v accination 
to make sure the shot is thimerosal-f ree."
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